WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method of conducting check-in for transportation a passenger 
having a radio-frequency identification card, the method comprising: 

making a reservation for the passenger; 
recording information concerning the reservation; 
retrieving information concerning the reservation for passenger check- 
in; 

automatically detecting arrival of the passenger at the location via the 

RF identification card; 

comparing the passenger with reservation information; and 
automatically checking in the passenger, wherein the radio-frequency 

identification card uniquely identifies the passenger and a detector detects 

arrival of the passenger. 

2. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising checking baggage and 
linking information relating to said baggage with said information concerning 
the reservation. 

3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising printing a confirmation of 
the check in, wherein information printed is selected from the group consisting 
of passenger name, trip origin, destination, ticket number, one or more 
identification numbers, trip number, gate, seat assignment, and class of 
service. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising walking through or near 
a radio-frequency detector. 

5. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising signaling that the 
passenger has automatically checked in. 
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6. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the reservation Is selected from the 
group consisting of an aircraft flight, a ship cruise, a railway journey, and a 
locomotive trip. 

7. The method of Claim 3, wherein the trip number is selected from 
the group consisting of a flight number, a train number, a cruise number, and 
a locomotive trip. 

8. The method of Claim 1 , wherein a radio frequency detector detects 
an RF identification card by emitting an RF signal and detecting a retum 
signal in accordance with an identity of the owner of the identification card. 

9. The method of Claim 1 further comprising matching the passenger 
with baggage of the passenger and detecting whether a passenger with 
baggage has checked in. 

10. A method for checking in a passenger having an RF identification 
card, the method comprising: 

making a reservation for an airplane flight for the passenger; 
recording information concerning the reservation onto a passenger list; 
retrieving information concerning the passenger list at an airline gate; 
walking through or near an RF identification card detector; 
comparing an identifier of the RF identification card with the passenger 

list; 

automatically checking in the passenger; and 

signaling that the passenger has automatically checked in. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 10, wherein the step of signaling is selected 
from the group consisting of emitting a sound, opening a gate, flashing a light, 
printing a pass, and displaying a message. 



12. The method of Claim 10, further comprising checking baggage of 
the passenger, and linking information relating to said baggage with said 
Information concerning the reservation. 

13. A radio frequency check-in system, comprising: 

a radio-frequency-enabled identification card for a passenger; 
a detector for the radio-frequency identification card; 
processing means in communication with the detector; 
a passenger list, stored in a memory accessible to the processing 
means; and 

a first passage controlled by the processing means, 
wherein the processing means allows passage of the passenger holding the 
radio-frequency identification card when the detector detects the card and the 
processing means matches the passenger with a person on the passenger 
list. 

14. The system of Claim 13, wherein the detector detects the radio- 
frequency identification card and communicates an identifier of the passenger 
to the processing means, the processing means compares the identifier to the 
passenger list, and allows passage if the passenger is on the passenger list. 

15. The system of Claim 13, wherein the detector is a long-range 
reader of radio frequency identification cards. 

16. The system of Claim 13, wherein the detector detects an RF 
identification card by emitting an RF signal and detecting a return signal in 
accordance with an identity of the owner of the identification card. 

17. The system of Claim 13, wherein the first passage is selected from 
the group consisting of a manned checkpoint, a gate, a door, and a barrier. 
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18. The system of Claim 13, further comprising a second passage 
controlled by the computer, wherein a passenger automatically checking in 
may proceed through the first passage or the second passage. 

19. The system of Claim 1 3, further comprising means for signaling 
whether the passenger has automatically checked in. 

20. The system of Claim 13, wherein the means for signaling is 
selected from the group consisting of a sound, a light, a message board, a 
printer, and a gate. 

21. A radio frequency check-in system, comprising: 

a radio frequency identification card for an airline passenger; 
a long-range reader capable of detecting said identification card; 
processing means linked to the reader; 

a passenger list, stored in a memory accessible to the processing 
means; 

a passage controlled by the computer means; and 
means for signaling that the passenger has checked in, 
wherein the reader detects the identification card and communicates an 
identifier of the passenger to the computer means, the processing means 
compares the identifier to the passenger list, and allows passage if the 
passenger is on the passenger list and the means for signaling signals that 
the passenger has checked in. 

22. The system of Claim 21 , wherein the passage is selected from the 
group consisting of a manned checkpoint, a gate, a door, and a barrier. 

23. The system of Claim 21 , wherein the means for signaling is 
selected from the group consisting of a sound, a light, a message board, a 
printer, and a gate. 



17 



